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CITRO DS 19

ROAD TEST REPORT




4,000-MILE
TEST OF THE
CITROEN DSI9

““ Motor Sport ” Investigates One of the
World’s Most Advanced Cars. Extreme
Comfort and Security the Highlights of
this Spacious 2-Litre F.W.D. Saloon with
Hydraulic Clutch, Gear-change, Steering
and Brake Actuation, and Self-levelling,
Oleo-P tic All-Independ Susp

sion. Very High Average Speeds Possible
due to Outstanding Cornering, Road-

Adhesion and Braking Power.

ONE OF THE WORLD’S GREAT CARS.—
The Citroen DS19, or ** Goddess,” has pleasingly
aesthetic lines which look aero-dynamically
¢fficient, make no concession to fashion and dis-
pense with a radiator grille, air for radiator and
front inboard disc brakes entering via the shallow,
nose slot. Technically the DS19 is a decade
ahead of other cars.

HEN you have established a definite and convincing lead in
motor-car design and construction, the fame and commercial
advantages such initiative secures are tempered by the need

to maintain one’s reputation and position. In 1934 the Citroén
engineers evolved their front-wheel-drive, torsion-bar-suspended
all-steel saloon which put them twenty years ahead of contemporary
automobile design. These cars, particularly in Light Fifteen form,
gained an enviable reputation for stability, safety and controllability.
But as the years rolled by the three-speed gearbox, a rather awkward
gear-change and rather sluggish performance dropped sales of this
famous Citroén.

Having got the brilliant little 2 c.v. on the market the great
Citroén concern had to produce a new car to replace its former
Light Fifteen and six-cylinder f.w.d. models. They had already
provided oleo-pneumatic sclf-levelling rear suspension as optional
on the Six and a courageous step was taken when it was decided to
replace the earlier models with the revolutionary DS19, with auto-
matic clutch, assisted four-speed gear-change, power steering, power
brakes and the ingenious oleo-pneumatic independent suspension
front and back.

Having put this advanced car into production in France and at
Slough in England, Citroén are once again twenty years ahead of
other manufacturers. Their use of hydro-pneumatic automation
befits a concern owned today by the great Michelin Tyre Company,
not only because of Michelin’s association with pneumatic products
but because, as confirmed by an American authority, the excellent
Michelin ** X * tyre, fitted as standard to the DS19, is particularly
suited to air suspension.

THE DS19 IN DETAIL

With a view to discovering how the Citroén DS19 behaves and
what disadvantages, if any, come to light when it is used as regular
transport over an appreciable period, we completed recently a
4,000-mile test of this intriguing motor car. After this extended
road-test of the DS19 we tend to deplore the labour involved in
driving other cars and crave the luxury, riding comfort and sense
of security imparted by this truly remarkable Citroén. Its makers,
we feel, are justified in describing it as *“ The car of the future, for
the roads of today.” Apart from its hydraulically-operated com-
ponents and ingenious suspension, it has many other unusual items
of specification, such as front-wheel-drive, inboard disc front brakes.
single-nut road-wheel fixing, absence of a hand-brake, deletion of
the usual ignition distributor, a nylon cooling fan, automatically
balanced braking, single-spoke safety steering-wheel, an aero-
dynamic appearance, pronounced crab-track, and roof and side-
walls of plastics construction.

Because this Citroén is so unorthodox it takes even experienced
drivers some time to become accustomed to its controls and to feel
at home in it. All the controls work to a light touch but they are
placed unconventionally, so that the effect of teaching oneself to
drive the DS19 is rather like learning to read Braille. In the first
place, there is no hand-brake, its place being taken by a knob under
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the facia which slides in a vertical slot. To hold the car a foot pedal
is depressed and the knob pulled down and to the left, whereupon
the pedal remains depressed and the car is held firmly. A tiny
safety catch is provided which can be used to lock the knob in the
‘““on” position, presumably on the basis that children or others
strange to the car are morc likely to fiddle with knobs, with possibly
disastrous results, than with levers. As there is no clutch pedal this
foot pedal can be used for holding the Citroén on hills or in traffic
before the clutch takes up the drive. Although the subsidiary pedal
and its retaining knob remained in correct adjustment, in combina-
tion their function is more clumsy than that of a hand-brake, although
quite in keeping with the character of the DS19! This subsidiary
brake pedal will stop the car in the event of failure of the power
brakes but it does not possess any real retarding power.

Having released the retaining brake the DS19 driver is confronted
with only three main controls—the light, excellently-situated treadle
accelerator, the gear-lever, and the press-button for applying the
power brakes. The gear-lever extends upwards from behind the top
of the facia, moving in an arc. It might with slight advantage be
placed beside the wheel, because, as placed now, it is necessary to
reach for it over the rim of the steering-wheel. First gear is selected
by pushing the lever forward, after which it is brought back through
neutral to select, respectively second, third and top gears by moving
it from left to right. It is thus a quadrant change and it is necessary
to go through the third-gear position to gain top from second gear,
and vice versa. This is no particular disadvantage because it is
possible to push the lever to the position corresponding to the next
gear required, chdnges being encouraged by manipulation of the
accclerator but otherwise accomplished fairly leisurely, so that
the lever can be moved through one gear and the change into that
gear by-passed, at the risk of a jerky change-down or terribly sluggish
acceleration after a change-up unless such manoeuvres are allied
carefully to road speed. If second gear is selected from top the
car will continue in top gear until the accelerator is depressed or
road speed falls to that for automatic engagement of second, so
that some pre-selection is possible.

The gear-lever is finger-light and exceedingly smooth in operation.
Three aircraft-style labels indicate the gear locations. The lever is
moved left from neutral to actuate the starter, so that the engine
cannot be started with the car in gear (an idea used, incidentally, by
the late J. G. Parry Thomas for his Leyland Eight of 1919/20).
Reverse gear is selected by moving the lever well to the right of the
gate, beyond first-gear position.

Having started the engine the hydraulic storage cylinder is charged
and the car rises up and levels itself. First gear is selected, it being
necessary to be sure to push the lever fully forward, and on depressing
the accelerator the automatic clutch takes up the drive smoothly,
albeit it refuses to be hurried, the lag being disconcerting until the
driver’s mood has become attuned to that of the DS19%,

Even before driving off. the occupants of this Citroén are impressed
by the appointments within this unusual car, apart from the
comfortable ride they anticipate enjoving. This sense of luxury is



tmparted by the wide. deep seats, beautifully upholstered n high-
quality soft Nylon Jersey material, by floor carpets that
feel like the thick pile found in Directors’ offices, and by the splendid
visibility through the wrap-round windscreen with its notably thin
pillars, wide side windows, again with really slender pillars, and
generous wrap-round sloping rear window. At night the interior is lit
by subdued strip-lighting down the interior of the door pillars and in
both the rear corners of the body—and we mean strip-lighting, those
on the door pillars each being 14 in. long. This very pleasant interior
lighting is put on by operating a pull-out switch on the facia which,
set in the halfway position, ensures that the lighting is actuated
automatically when the driver’s door is opened. A drawer-type
ashtray on the facia and a small ashtray for the rear-seat passengers
are provided for those who must smoke in motor cars.

The front seats are separate and easily adjustable not only for
57 in. fore and uft travel but with squabs which can be set at any
desired angle or folded flat to form a bed in conjunction with the
back seat, this squab adjustment being effected by unscrewing and
relocking two screws at the seat base. The back seat easily accom-
modates three people and has a folding central armrest. All the
seats are deep and extremely comfortable, the squabs of the front
ones having roll-over tops. Two children can be accommodated
beside the driver but the bulge accommodating the rear-set engine
restricts leg room for a second adult front-compartment passenger.
Otherwise the front-drive ensures a floor completely clear of obstruc-
tion. The frame side-members form deep sills over which all occu-
pants have to step, but this offers no inconvenience and is in the
Citroén tradition of having to step down into a low safe car. The
only criticism that can be levelled at the seats is that when cornering
fast lateral support is somewhat lacking, against which, useful
grab-handles are provided on the doors, very necessary in view of
the DS19’s cornering adhesion! All four doors trail and possess
windows that wind down fully, those in the front doors requiring
4} turns, those at the rear over 4} turns, from fully closed to fully
open. There are no quarter-windows. The doors close rather
“ tinnily.” They have push-button external catches incorporated
in sensible handles. Special catches are incorporated in similar
interior handles, pulling the main catch forward locking the door,
pressing a small catch and pulling back the main catch releasing the
doors, which are light and incorporate effective * keeps.” The
interior handles are too far forward for these big forward-hinged
doors to be easily opened in a single movement. Locking the back
doors from the driver’s seat is, however, simplicity itself due to this
forward-location of the handles, a very useful feature. Both front
doors are lockable with their own key, the key being easy to insert in
excellent rotary locks embodied in the push-buttons. Each door,
except the driver’s, has a deep inclined armrest, and all doors possess
kick-plates.

MUCH MACHINERY !—The engine compartment of the Citroen

DS19 is well packed with mechanism, hydraulic storage reservoirs

being located there as well as normal components. Note the large drum-

type air cleaner, accessible battery and sparking plugs recessed in the
valve cover. also the spare wheel ahead of the raditior.
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Study of the facia layout of the DS19 confirms that, as with
the exterior styling, the Citroén designers have made no attempt to
ape American flamboyancy. The facia is of plastic material,
unimaginatively matching the body colour. We saw at Slough a
Director’s DS19 in which imitation wood-veneer had been applied
over the plastic dash and we believe two-colour facia schemes have
been tried, to brighten up this functional aspect of the Citroén.
At each side of the facia two somewhat-crude ventilator grilles
admit varying degrees of fresh air according to the setting of their
control levers, while a flap at the base of the grille deflects cool air
upwards away from the eyes if required. For hot-weather motoring
this simple arrangement is admirable. In the centre of the facia isa
well-type storage space or cubbyhole, covered rather than closed by
a non-lockable spring-loaded plastic lid. This well is lined and its
floor is recessed in the corner adjacent to the passenger for the
retention of a chocolate-box or suchlike, but this well is really too
shallow and will not take, for instance, a large handbag or a camera.
It has another serious disadvantage—with the heater in use the
contents are baked, causing, we discovered to our dismay, a bar of
chocolate to melt over our maps. On the other hand this storage well
is easily accessible to the driver for quick manipulation of maps, etec.
The Citroén is none too adequately endowed with stowage space, for
there are no door pockets and no under-facia shelf. There is, however.
the usual useful shelf below the rear window.

The minor controls consist of a row of small discreet knobs
actuating, from left to right, interior lighting, screen washers, choke.
self-parking screen-wipers and demister fan. There is also a knob
for manual adjustment of ignition advance—rather archaic, but
useful when fuels of low octane-rating have to be tolerated. A
knob protruding through a hole beneath the instruments actuates
the instrument lighting, with rheostat-control, speedometer lighting
remaining brighter, however, than that of the adjacent dials. A
finger-lever protruding from another under-facia hole serves to lock
the clutch should a tow-start or servicing involving engine cranking
be essayed. The Jaeger speedometer is of oblong type, reading to
110 m.p.h. in steps of 10 m.p.h., but with the more prominent
figures spaced every 20 m.p.h. Its needle reads steadily and total
and trip with decimal mileage counters are incorporated, but the
face is set rather far back, behind the level of the other dials. There
is a rather noisy, not entirely accurate, clock, an ammeter, and a
petrol gauge, all by Jaeger. The petrol gauge, marked E, }, F, has
the disconcerting habit of reading mainly zero, even with some four
gallons in the tank, but is reasonably accurate while the car is
stationary.

Continued on page 222






